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fnJliU. , 
i-iV'l A 

LETTER 

Humbly addrelt'd 
To the Right Honourable the 

Earl of Chesterfield. 



fAy Lord, 

gHEN youjocofely re- 

ij (Commended to me, the 

g Writing of the /f^iole 

* Duty of Woman, I 

- - - -* dare fay, you imagin'd 

the Thought expired in the Birth : 

Firft, that I believe your Lordfhip 

does not conceive me capable of a 

Ta(k of fuch Solidity, and good 

A Judge- 



Judgement ; and laftly, that lay 
own Anions have been ccwiduifted 
with fo little Wifdom and Difcre* 
tion, it is hardly poffible to ima- 
gine that (he, who has judged fo 
ill for hcrfelfi can have any Concep-^ 
tltm' what the Duty of a Womatt 
rcully is, or ought to be. I confeis 
my geneml Conduct juftifies your 
Opinion of me ; but were Appear- 
ances ftill ftronger againft me, X 
ntn wnlcious my Mifix)ndu<ft has not 
arifon from Ignorance, fo much as a 
thoufxnd anicurring unhappy Cir- 
cumftana^j that have attended nie; 
and I readily take Shame to my- 
ielf, that mv Love of PIcafore and 
KeffksJ^ of the more material Part 
has had no fniall Share in my Mif- 
doing. Howcvefi my Lord, not- 
withiVanding Rcafon di&pproves, 
and that I ftaiid even leIf<x)iKleiiln«" 
ed, give me Leave to allure you, 
ftill you are miftukca ; and that what 
I appear to be, or at leaft what 



vour 
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^jQtHrc l^ordihip feems to think mei 
im9 no more Refemblanceof thexeal 
Woman, than the greateft Oppo- 
iites in human Nature have to each 
other. 

V 

But, my Lord, my faying this, 
will tie. no Proof of your Mif^ake ; 
unleft I can otherwife demonflrate 
vhat I aflert : Therefore I hope I 
fhiall be the more pardonable, if I 
prefent your Lordfhip with an In- 
ilajice you axeweU acquainted with. 
That live and twenty. Years ihakes a 
total Alteration not only in us, but 
our Opinion of Things; I would only 
beg Leav^ to aflc your Lordfhip, i£ 
thofe, who have the Honour now to 
approach you, iliould look uponyou 
as the g^y, pleafure-loving, wild, 
unthinking Lovd. Stanhope, amidft 
your Companions of the fame Age, 
never imagining that, twenty Ycar^ 
excellently well employed, had 
made any Change or Improvement ;; 
./ . A 2 good 
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g6od Heaven ! how would the^ 'be 
deceived, nay, • — would tkejr. not 
even defer ve Conten^t that ccmM 
{o imagine, when inilead of theun^- 
thinking Sallies natural to that Age^ 
in this they would- fee the mcft 
jtnifhed Pattern, of wfiat Manxyoght 
to be, that any Age has ever yet 
produced ? 

Your Lordihip has done jnd the 
Honour to tell me I am no bad 
IHuntcr in black and white. I&ve 
ft Care thfin,_ you arc now fitting 
for your Pidure ^ and were I lure 
to loie the littk Reputation I have 
gained as an Artift this Way, I am 
determined to make it fo hke> it 
ihall want nothing but Animacic«i. 
I know how unconcerned you are 
at the Menace, while no ccttfaons 
Bluih of inward Guilt disfi<>iirestfie 
Original. Here then you are: — 
The Canvas> or Ground-work, is 
Gsca£n^& of Mind> Integrity, fbtfi^ 

Ho- 
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Hottotif, /and a noble B»th.-^Pmy 
obfewe thie Features^ There is Gra- 
vity without Morofeilefs, the moft 
piercing Wit without iU Nature, 
perfe<Sk good Br<«ding without Af- 
fe^batiod, and a Benevolenceof Heart 

that adds tAiftrc to the Whole. . 

Well, I have loft my Art if any 
one, who has tne Honour to have 
ever (o diftant a Knowlege of your 
LordOiip, hefitates to pronounce it 
}ike as the Life. The Pidurc being 
fini{hed, I fuppofe it will be expect- 
ed I fhould plat the Drapery on 5^ — 
No^ no, my Lord, I fhall give 
myfelf the Airs of an Artift, and 
leave that to the Daubers. 

■ 

My Lord, I had moft cautioufty 
avoided a Reprefcntation of thele 
rare and amiable Qualities, becaufe 
I really have an utter Deteftation 
to any Thing that has the leaft Sha- 
dow or Appearance of Flattery ; 
and it is hardly poilible to do even 

Juriice 
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Judice to your Lord/bip> without 
fo far (lining up the E^Tyof the 
Generality of your Sex (for my Lord 
the Men will envy fometimes a» 
wejil as the Ladies) that I (hall be 
^ccufed of a Vice that my Soul ab- 
hcMis, while J am tdling nothing 
but the .moft- folemn Truths ; tl^re- 
forjC WQuId have.(hun'd theMention 
I have made of you, had I not been 
under a (crt of Necdfity tb intro- 
duce .a Proof of my Judgment in 
Men, and (uch a one, as 1 am furc 
will be approv'd of, by every unpre- 
ludiced Perfon into whole Hand^ 
this may happen to (all ; for I take 
it for granted, if I do not raife the 
Expediation of my Readers, by (hew- 
ing my Judgement in Meii, they 
will conceive hut an unfavourable 
Opinion of what I (hiall ifereafter 
recommend as the Duty of a Wo- 
man ; but I believe at pre(ent I have 
given a Teft that will put it out of 

Pifpute, ... 

But? 



( 7 ) 

But as r juft hinted concerning 
wbat^I af^Kar to be, and really am ; 
^ben I wa'it upon your Lordfhip 
^)^ my ulual Sprigbtlinefs, and 
Graiety, pleas d with the Chit-chat 
(^aii-F&>uf, my LoCi of Beauty is 
fofgojtten, a«d you go back five and 
twenty Years, for my Entertain* 
meAt: Yes; and, that I may think 
y&a in earndd, even condefcend .t6 
iiiit your Converfatioft to that gay 
Tiifeey imagining, no doubt, that 
i have too much of the Woman in 
tny Coc^pc^tion to endure the 
Thoughts - of antiquated Besmty : 
But, my Lord, believe ifte, I atn fo 
fitt'leout of Humour with my Lois 
that Way, I could, with infinite 
Pieafure and Entertainment to my-^ 
felf, te.lk to your Lordfliip upon 
graver Matters, without being un- 
der any Apprehenfion my Senti- 
ments would leflen me in your EC' 
teem. 'Tis, true T was born confti* 
tutionally with the greateft Share of 

Vivacitv 
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Vivacity and Spint^ o/^ony Woa^a^ 
in the World ; bnl:, my- Lwfj, I||o^jf ; 
£a.y by Fortaine, z»MU^ ijpon hli, 
own ^ndnc^: J/f my begmning / 
vnas prefented with att. . umvsrf^ 
Biaffk'y arid tie Qhliga^ums I h44 
to Nature^ mere perverted _fy mfi 
accidentalPmjertyy which tftrndth^ 
Beauty that was befiiwd on me^ t^ 
Jo many Snares by v^hich Jf waf^ 
ruin d and undone \ and in Confer 
quence have pajjfed my Life in. Ser^ 
rofm and Mifery: And, however tt^f 
Declaration may (hock yow Lordr 
ihip's Belief, it is mpA. ipkmnl^ 
true; for when in my Ifoudi^u fl 
Time in which we are g^^esally !t9)i) 
much taken up with our Pleafiireai 
and the Gratification of <wf l^^on^ 
to give oufffelves LeiAiioe to reflf:^ 
upon the Re^itode of tibte Meao^- by 
which we obtain them s,' ^even theiu 
I j&yi wh^ we cheat puj Ifni^eih 
Aanidings with the dazling Profpet^ 

of imaginary Pleafurc5, ■ . ■ ■ .! ■ X w;^ 
> wretched;-*- 
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becaufe the Plearfiii^ I 
tiflfedi hid ' not . their. Foundation 
tipbh' a ju ft^ and honourable Ba{iSi~«. 
f ^s '^Itn^'d and flatter'd by gay, 
tidyftppearances, becaufe I faw the^ 
yes. and Adoration of ith6 World, 
follow'd thofe Appearances ; but, 
*»yLord, my nightly Slumbers, and 
tfie Moments we arc wont to turn 
oup Eyes inward, were difturb'd, 
and th6 Sweets of Jleft embitter 'd 
by ih€ ftinging Reflexions that fol- 
l6Wd ' the Means, by which thofe; 
Ajppearanc^s were fupported. • Still 
'^erit I on, in Hopes of better Fate^ 
*till T foimd iSiyielf in the Condition 
'^SL-^ourfg Prodigal, who, having 
Brought his Fortune to the laft Stake, 
hazatds even that, hoping ftill to 
Tctrieve ; and, like him too, (but 
ttlas I to6 late) I found myfclf cheat- 
ed and undone: And this, (will you 
^fieve me, my Lord ?) I.fopn found 
but ; but at the lame Time - per- 
ceived that cruel Bar for ever Ihut 

B . againft 
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agaioRmc, a Bar &£hiasdii^ Go?* 
ftom, againft our unlnqi^p Sex^ 
wlicn once they 66kod a^isA Vir* 
toe's (acred Rule, wliich ligoTOufljr 
excludes us irom anyD^ice of 
Fame ; be our future Candnd ever 
fo nice, or firrupdiouily regular. And 
this very tyrannic, undixiftian Cus- 
tom, which lam morally convin'^ 
ced has ruin'd innumeraUe W6r 
men, was the Reaibn I became cares 
le& of my ConduA; becauie I fixind 
all EfTorts to retrieve my La& were 
vain s For, my Lor^ wctc it th^ 
therwife, believe me, no Woman' 
of Birth, having had but a toHeta^ 
ble Education, could poflxfaly^whi^ 
Refle<9i(»i retum*d, fidooir to live 
in any Degree of Infamy, let the 
Temptations be ever io great aAd< 
flattering. For my own Part^ I mbft^ 
fblcmnly aver, I would noti To 
have been Miftreis even to an £m>' 
peror, Ifhould have always loc^'d 
upon as a State <tf Infamy, Mifoyv 

and 
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hsBlds eAomi'd the.humbleft Condi* 
tibn 6ff loBOceQciB that can be ima- 
gin*d, infinitely preferable ; and fo 
true it is^ ithat this particular In&-> 
my, that is caft upon us when we 
jnake the fmaileft Slip in our Con<t 
du<^^ pretrents hot x>nly our Return 
to VirtHe, but makes us carelefs o( 
pcefenring even the Appearances of 
iti 'Let u& live ever fo long) the fame 
Brc^udke againfl us (till continues | 
for. foftance, in myfelf : Though I 
have been for- £everal Years quite 
istircst 'from the World, my Apr* 
peai^ance lately as a Writer having 
obliged riifc'in feme Shape toifenew 
my Acqtiaixttance wherever I go, I 
am. fhocIpVi to find the Men flill 
csoQtinue to think me young; or 
aiftckaft tx> {wevent my remembering 
tkky arc not, I am every where en-, 
t^ptain'd with the iame ludicrous 
Stuff, ^hey would talk to a Girl of^ 
^^iken: Oh Heaven I could they 

B 2 view 



view tlicmleK'cs with my Ey«, W 
hear with my £ar% how wogM fhief 
bluih to play the Pantalinm to a 
Woman whole Soul aU»xs Ibch 
BufiboEoy ; aiid to make my Mcr^ 
tiScati^n fHli the greater, I am un^ 
der a Nccciiity to adapt ray Goo^ 
veriadon to the Farce dbcnr dirak 
fit to plaj ; becauleeren a Loc& (^ 
Diiapprobation, might pcH^blj ei- 
pofe me to th«r Ridicuk^ aad - i 
might be inlulted ftsr what thc& 
Pef^lc would tenn my HTpoaify. 
Therefore, at the Age of Fei^ 
when I wait upon a great Man, with 
whom I had the I^nour to isecome 
acquainted at Fifteen, we converfe 
in Ma(queiade ; he with his Air of 
Tw^enty-five, I with mine of Fif- 
teen ; which meaiis no more than 
ihat he is afraid, I fhouid think he 
is grown old, and had for^iken his 
Vices \ and in that Cafe, would 
Ihj \jnd?r ^ Neccfllty to treat me 

with 
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ym^ iJ^ S^pafe r^n4 Cavity teon^- 
iag b<feftbr>$>»r Ages. . . . . ; 
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iioNoTS^ 'toy Lord, thefe are tliQ 

DjOuJvaftt^i^ we labour under from 

b^iiig born Women ; and they are 

Cwhi that, lor my own Part, were 

Beauty .asikifting as our pate of Life, 

tQ chspge my Sex I would be cpn- 

tftigted to.be as deform'd and ugly 

{IS i^^op. ;: Xho* I am confident, did 

jQaftoiQ countenance us in the acci~ 

.4fnti*i, ySalli?& of our . Youth, apd 

tt^^y Were to bp forgotten, as in Men, 

fli could ivic5 with th^ mpft prudent 

j^. y^ilr Ssex fqr the Regularity pf 

4»y iQpnduft thefe many Years, , and 

i&f the .w<>r%l Part of it always. It 

wouj^, look too. much like writing 

imy^ <>WP Panegyric, w^rc | to giyc 

.jfQVtr Lofedihip a faithful Account of 

saiiy'psiyate Jl<ife; and, I aJfo know, 

- 'tliitv thoiM could d^monftrate what 

.Ji here il^iatiit,) iocoptcftibly to my 

; ! ewn Honour ; yet this very Cuftom 

I 
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yerfally prevalent, there is neidsei^ 
Man or Woman, by whofe Com- 
pany or Converfatiori Icoiild think 
^yfelf hdnour'd, that \^ou]d dace 
publicly countenance me, or feett^ 
to believe it polHble I (hoald pofleis 
any of the moral Virtues, halving 
' unhappily err'd in the Point of Cha»-' 
rity : Seem to believe I <ay^ my 
Lord, becaufe there is no Law^ di- 
vine or human, that ooumenance^ , 
fheife Sort of Gallantries mor^ in oae 
Sex than in the other ; therefore 
muft this Belief be only Jeeikimg^. 
You will all admit Men may bee 
eveh . profligate in their AmouTs," 
and- none of you will dilpute their 
being in all other Refpeds Men <^ft 
Honour; and, is fiicb, diey are 
admitted into all Ocnnpanies, and; 
by all Ranks and Degrees of Peopled' 
And yet, ray Lord, this Diffeti^nce' 
betweed us has no other ^i«Etioti > 



( ts ) 

diiio CKifitcltn , . cmisi unieiqiisl Ct^-? 

• ••;••■ . : • -. ./ 

: Herc;Iuiufl beg Leave to carry 
ifujr Rfifledions ilill a little farther s 
for Example t Who denies Mt. 7"A?» 
fhat Grimes to be a Man of. Honour 
and Integrity ; yet this : very MaR^ 
firft b«tray'd and suift'd the unhapf 
py iMi6 PbiUipSy bafely, nay villain-* 
ouily, ruin'd her, and after ihl^t 
abandoned her to Sorrow, Mifery, 
and Infamy ; which was the Sourc* 
crf^' fell the Ruin and Unhappinefl' 
.tlvttiias flnce befallen her, and ifitt 
which fhe is defpis'd and fliun'd by 
tjie.mddeft.and valuable Part of her 
owfl Sex, and treated with Levity 
hy yott'si ' Tariufe too, is received 
into the Houfes of all the great Peo* 
jflc ra.Mngland I tho' there is not a 
Debauchery, Meanoefs, Hypocrify^ 
or df (honourable AiftioQ that can 
be thought of, he h^ not beea 
gwilty of. No Man bluflies to owii 

lie 
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-Mr. Benry Muifman ; thoj h& ftwub 
Upon jR.ecor4 pier jured« beyowi ey®! 
tnc Hopes of Mercy^ in Pvdblic ao- 
cusM of every horrid Grime the 
Laws bas yet invented a Puniihmeijt 
for ; and Co accufed that neither hif 
himfelf, or any Hireling und^r im 
Infpedionj has one Syllable he. is 
charg'd with been ever contr*- 
di^d. 



* 



My Lord, does any Hiftofy ft/H 
niflb three fuch Inftances oi diftH»* 
guifhed Villainy in Men ? Yet aift 
their atrocious Crimes btiried b^ 
Heath a Heap of Wealth, andCufr 
torn favours their Actions to fuchi 
Degree, neither of them - are . dcr 
fpis'd, (hun'd or negle<fted by the 
World, and Men affociate with 
them as tho' they ftood as fair. in 
the Records of Fame, as ever Se^ 
crates did. — ^Have I not therefore 
Reafon to repine, that theLau'^sof 

Ho- 



tialimiiied Boustds toth^ir Pieafilt^s^ 
ibd *tb( r^etfutihting them witbour 
jRsprback ; yes, my Lord, J have^ 
^d i am fure you> Will be dae ti 
tHc Firftj t» own, thferc isiieithc^ 
Jufticc • «or- Reafon fbt this- cruel; 
imchriftkti CuilcAn ; the F'ear of 
whidi hat coft the Lives of jyillions 
of infants, both unborn^ and the 
^Hi^mittit of their Btnh. Thet-e is 
iitsiltiiig^i fe Tav^ge and brutal in out 
^^attiisa,'. as? to infpire us with a Rfr- 
^dut&oiuo comniit fanguinary'A^s 
6f Cttiekyj^ if we were h6t tetrified 
fcy • the; 'Appreheniion, that a Dif*« 
aiverywould expofe us to Shame 
^ikd ih&my itf^tfievable. In fitte, 
iny Lord, this Evil is pregnant with 
dlmoft ^very Misfortune which hap- 
pens -tO' u*. Were returning Viltue 
to 'be rewarded with the Favour and 
Appfobation of the ; Wofld, you 
^^ '. - : C would 



i^ltsnt^Klf this SQfii);Anidqrj«rao^dA 
gwki|gl6uc:Bex :an. Op^iDitdiitib^ to 
eoQVince fQ^t .thdy Arefuxobdn^fbiiaop 
t<Viyow8 either mViitue ot Fuiit]^\dR 
M<^i^s^ wtien once ^ey amvrS^^e 
an Age, : . capable - of jddging ^p 
themfelves ; but, my Lord, if in 
dw)6rft Outfetting of a yoinig GM's 
Irife^ ihe makes a Slip .from' Ho<» 
noiyi;, how quick fbeverJidr.iRetubf 
l;>4)£kQMiesliifc'aiui Gdn|kii£Bflio(ild 
tjomii ^er rChsLpexxek the Qoiked 
of-^^vy, yet (he iLali 'be facatidvol 
txbWr: kft Moments withlthkiMifl^ 
Sntiine^ and if (he is-beautifnljiieKriTEyt 
I^jbi»thioks he has a Kightto idenianni 
th® BoffeiliDn o£ her Perifdn^ > Ttpad 
the-: f^me jbafe Terms . with^ th^ finfhr 
And reallv,. mv Lc»d, cpoiuMi^ 
T^d «^ the: LawvmaU/ ^. J 
^^cays dfodilice lis ito' o^hd'then^il 
t^hik^ im Hancmriand JmiHce^ rtlick'd 
riewfiM tefcaiic lefler: Pimiihi^entjf 
ths^ thst-ici EetJBnial IcdBiiii^j riale 
. ..,.„ " . > fix-d 



qaalfinbdoDus in-'b6th ^ fir atf»^ 

faittiui^haf is ^Bjigmpud'^nm^/a^ 

nifimuntif wtit it'is6ni^the,-BariJi 

d^oifed'iDbofitffetkDie&tb,' ^ ^t 

MlHcQiitiitucil Scene 06 Error^ Mi^ 
tskop Jdnd ! Unhappineis. I was^ by 
irfjr^dH tFatey ieft Mkbre£i cf myi 8elfv» 
befinsJthe * Time I oughts hem 

Dddifi&l -iiiileed ■ wauM^ have beeor 
i^^jigiiidtBrat»die{% andlsaveddxiff 
h^EospUdtaAUdhj mhat tin g«>dcli 
iatd)? <)id by your Bord^hip dcirmg' 
yihtis &l&b£y ; but it pleas'd •mf> 
^uhstioiwhkt he ciHed) moviiff 
ittyth]^ aRemoral of me from hep 
AiftnivLIke your Lotd'Oup too^ 
I; WncixTd «afiy intov the WqM $ • 
l^;|!oi^..Tnth all the Adrailtiages 
eSffaig^jfibthyisicb A ^riods Sbc-: 
b'zrl C 2 tune: 
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Hrhat it >f iU feut of Enghtid) itiaif 

!ii{it^ rl^^wg. < aoid being &en^ jI^ 

l»ia€4 «ft€n. the' :$h« atrly ««isr')^ 
whiph I have been- treated ill. Hpife 
pver, from tihe *ft;aojgeVi^iffitiidts of 
mf. F«>i!tunQ^ I^v$i^$ kngith gbihe4 

: i ; ' the 




"wwef^ii ^^I'ast ' the Sentiments y6u 
wre ttfiJ^ • "tvlicij i h^ Ijtft the>Ho*- 
nbcif ciK> jfee y&M ; ^nd- vain ^dh4 
{tfefiuiiifti&das, as any Sore of ^dnil 
|fa£xfeQ Itetween us mtiil' be^' k to 
ifo^ of^tsfinfte Coniblatktt to IHd^ 
leiiav&raam ap and ddtlrn '--mf ^littU 
<Saktdknpi^li^i itdc|uently^ ^ iti £ti 

ft^c^ni^di;^ my 'Scml,: ^^keti l^i^ 
dieeBee tiara Likenefs of yo»r Lord^ 

Witipfibffi tibSiWory, ha^ tai^jb 
^te^^iiiknn, i»ur no {^idi^r^'4]^ 

^Ml"-;. a»dl ibe( ib 4itxk^f ^^ 

^ui#ois J^dKa^ift 

3iIj ty 




{^a^ijme bSthofc: ahov^iaSt i^dv/ lo 

: {a this litierSfiate p£:^ii^iqtBHbf; 
l)moTe/;>bustju'as Life woxMiiboiD 
ticKdme tirefcsiifr had vne iio icmiitfi 
pliriue, ?mme'is\beiit o& thjQ Pmferi^ 
is^jdaa .aQd.Happiitiefi b££a;nifon^ 
S^r atid iisr HttkFafilil]B9o£whjan£ 
Jam the folc Support jiid(l)^|»iai»v 
dshcc; Patto£th£& kost^^Bghfior^i 
QOWi.aJbout theTAge':Q£ .^ifiiseiii^ 
dfjid, ,ia;the Famrl hsmrtd£eii(#itk> 

ed' my SetxtimtDt&'of tbs :6t:kt[ J^a^ 
of-a'Wvmani - .'.i.' . .. li jru .^noiiiA 

My Lord, I have tau^it: HemttSi 
love and fear God as the. firft Prin- 

pinefsd^petid^ fondieimo^&iiWaiD 
ofateftohing^ciusgiLcidilef cthi^i&Efln 
ofJE)a£it;$,^ik>kcjiip(mafi onvof^hai 

i Edu- 



(*5) 

hnudiBkk dbgacde€l,M/ifii)rcni> adl^ 
of what .ftdigiod' a'c^^di^al^^r^^ 
fhe is fcarce able to give you a ra- 
t^adpAini^e^ flkdecSbii you sj^to^ 
aBodiikttkeey atid teu^^iipoif thd 

flidnaitr^ild iittiui):>cd)nfd8*m ieitbeK 
ScBQxiwBieirQrjthey hatii -not Tir«/i j^ 

tniD:£i9vb and Fear c^ God, tfaeiu 
CEbi"^ no^xjther momi^Victue:; ,£db!' 
I <iaiax9^r^'i*dofi.brinig myfeif to (iot»^> 
o^ndii wlistt that Man ot Womanlir 
Actions mtrft be, who have no.Be^ 
pendence upon future Reward or 

KmaiHmfifl|tii> ' 

-cMjI'iiitia!, Ivha«al m<a>ft care&Uy 
c^k^oiady^what this )^rd.Viit^'U&i 
sfiaitisy rioo |ire?ent this Childk inint^^ 

udmit is: cQmpim'dl m CihaM^ ;i iib» ^ 

.'UL'i I 
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yitfmm~i flw^H -^fa»t»<ti leWr^ dcii^r 
indioWfiTtto^attaidfe to ^itft^Pitsii 

ifitaiitt, a&bkwtthoiit BdkiM^ je)^ 
ierl^ed^ without - PrudetT^: aa^^..^^ 

Choice. V f ifaall: flmdc^nHir. t^ - 19 
■ teach' her, H|tstkUt|c, tl»u^.%il^00 

fudifJB :QDiifi;iQitfoe6i9l: l^-i9$(n 

vation. I will al£> endearjlHir t<^ |^i 
her an Idea of Charity^ not as it is 
cotoimonlyj utoderftood,. hntiLQ^d' 
ing CO the tnu^ '.getiutQ«^S(mA:.^d 

Meaning of ;ill; «ddr irlo^^ i^p^a 
oiie £ficnm]ri of -that , C^Qty;^« , v^ 
«fe recommend^ to pradice for one 

another 
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I 

■ m 

Iftotlicr, to be aif uttferr Dcteftatidrt 

M ift^UilifQ^^nded 'ft£ 'A ''PQuciainctitiGcl . 

%icir#i«&*J|te varied- ftbm,' a;ftd:itlic 

#teefttWatdi- oreil herlP^fonrf^ 

ftdt- did* 'inhuman tSreatarc ijr -aWc 

-W ';itttiii ft' total ©ftvcibiiicntf^ of 

^te^i Jiki tldfcfy-guatdeffj'tliey 

ilftiy 'b^ kept in fuch Sufejedioo;: a^ 

#d gjvtf * try tbe ptopet Maftetjr lof 

liicrfrj^^ aflc!, in that Cafe,, lio^r 

irKi3i^ firiis do wq avoid ? Bjr re- 

«iemb^ng her of the ■ ridibited 

-Figofc flie lirecjuentiy ^f^cs taHi- 

-ing^dlftett make, ftie will find thd 

■' l"^aialKt3? f' of a competent SHaf c of 

" €iaeJWrn^ '^ and that flie . maiy * be 

*iiWe ^t4 keep tiw ehim Secrets, 1 

;%iMe^taaglft'hcr^ think it diiho- 

5 b§^'h^btttSLf o*h«r People's. _ 



« • ^ 



^) ^ 



Hf"* ^' 



:)w|^t^ttftfmber an. ObfervatioQ of 
^'•M^fWf^TtB^ Who was. fo fcrupolpiifly 
^We^^ of thd fiiucation of an 
-• l^htpf^UftughteTj whtiiiiais Wife ^k^. 
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he took a Go\(cnipfe)into the Houife 

nefe refffoved, hen, for not gping^?«^ 
that Word, ViVi\ Oh fie^Mifi^^ym^ 
fipuld have gane qver ^^^^^^g/Hh 

oh, this Circumftanc^ JtJ^ ^p^^i 
Sort of fooliOi Cautions rais'd a 
Curiofity iiv.y9Uiig Girlg ,|^isj 
that was freqtif Jitly fata^ tat^envf. 
and i am convinced he is iig^t;l(j|^^, 
to teach young. Girif tirujihr^^ilfi 
verily believe may be, as .peiriitdouSi. 
to them as Li^er%i^ijjn» . TIiQr,lWjfti ; 
from that to maik and cout^oeai tfi^e) 
Pafffiqps, but never to conquer ti^Qcai-T 
and ,they lay f^othercd of^Xj satn 



v> 







j|i«€tw tney giye a vent to, ipread^- 




fil^iifc?«tl^ cbncerris lier B'efiJyioui'; 
tdWards^Wie 6ex, I never talk of 
tl^'ife'^Seaiibcrdws : But en^leavbur 
tft^ ittSWcate, how for they majj 
condtiAed by her own Prudence,- 
be inftnimental to her Happincfs, 
ari<% wiffifotit that fpecial Care of 
tefeff, «^ her Mifery. 

'She* is a beautiful Girl^ yet, in' 
iriyy^'^ffe, I never toW her, that 
B^ttty 4&cljt or' ought to have, one 
fihgJtf^XStairi oT iMerit effential t6 
h^^W^45fcing ; on the contrary, 
tlftVthd?^ is ndothdr Way to maKe 
h^^ifjfe^i^, but by endeavouring;' 
to^^Mvatie thofe lafting Acepri^- 
pH^ihehts of which Men never 
ti^/---a well-taught, honeft Mind. 

D 2 She 
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keep under the fevereft Conftfano^ 
^py petpetually ^>^poiing to her View 
IWaKjtefe 0f> Ridic^ttlf, iipvcliq vCha- 
ia^tvs of Witt/ liViv^, v^liich^ b^ 
ihgthtit Parddns, I jtw^? confi^ 
i thmk' (ine of the greateft. CiwiH 
an honeft Man 4an be tqfUieQte^ 
with, vin; fiwrtyj. hatvc laa. i|ttefe 
3fV:"^horn5npe forWjt .dt<:an}io|L^ 
t^ielfs, a9 iti your IjOt^Qx^ ^isiA 
ffenfxbhy goodnnatur^dMabVkfiC^ 
in^ \ hut in a Wife' it islpfodddtewe 
?tf m^ny Ills. The firft ThittteKjrffc 
i)f - i^fe mwy ^ 6ms gener41iyn5i8& 
(l>tit 'is, that her Huihand h'-a F(fol) 
^nd can th^re l3€ a xiiore-dangenxis 
Situation in Nature for a Woiasuv? 
T^ey may Hatter themfehii^-lMi(iBh 
ian' 0|jim6n pf |he Figuffe theymittiM} 
^ thit' Ligkt ;' prt^tj by XvOPdi fti^ 
fefift - upon^ it, * the pnJy > one* thsey 
^arl'eycr Aiine-ifi. is that ivhich bor4 

•» ; ''iff* ^i*-": ■' ■ ' r. — ^.^ta^fc'' 



' ( ft^4 ; 

.^JlittCffinoD ;■(],*>!•, VU -sr\- ..3;,, :j <-,.,., ^f 

hgik^T^beilgb^*^ , .that Qoy Womgn 
^abe %iGodde% Itgjkf Qari^ h^ 
SiEadJkigi £b^ be fui^gd ;^q the Lecf 

i»ros>ligiFe, I am fipt^ Qor in qny 
^tim& ymny po|^S4 pf a I^pvel 
^4iJS.o^lUince. 'She has ytekm^fM^ 
tam^ ^[ih» I^nproveqifiiit of her 

$t^bi)th< jli jippe . for ;,her mprajl inr 
ft(|?#Kiri.i iLaBrUyerel lay ije^y 
ab8$$ho^lM^^o£ liOpkipgrglafs ; aqd 
fioB^ af>4 iWJcn, . inft^d of tilling 
dbcR Jis^brtfclfifnean, fct her to tranfl^^te 
fofBWioi]^ ith<j,ufcfi4 places. How 
iiBg^/Ep^«feirQurs ipay fycceed, IJc^- 
i?5^i3irrt)j|iljfi jknows ; but thefe are the 
i^d ^edDpds I caji^ fugg^ft. to tr4i^ 
^LaiiGirl^ by ^hifh ijbfi <fAn !?Vier 
Kiialwhat is truly the Duty of a 
JiT'vptan j and, if flie liycs to tlutf 

Eftatc^ 



'xCtU:, 



Ml produce Coiid^£bimtipii^<).^MlH^ 

rity, Chaftity and WiTdomy VoutW 
which Materiials, if ihe does not 
make thb Man happj.v&o^ls t^ 
Iter Lot,' I am afraid it* will he hit 
own Fa^jkj ,--'.-.• ' ^v . 



• « ' •, •• <^ r'O'* 



' Your Lofdfhipis a&gobd a Judgfe 
ks any Man hcathing what vir6 
oiyght to he. I befeech^on toH ini^ 
if you think my Syftem a good <jb«s* 
If my Girl Uvea -till fhc is Twenty; 
iF-fh^U recommend to her Penifel 
that- celebrated Perfwinancc of ycwji5 
liOt6(hip\tktwhok Duty ofMdf^ 
hut at prtfent the Moralitj k teaches^ 
J think; is Matter for elder Headt 
than her Si Indeed^ bamng -dfe 
"Honoitr- ttt be pretty well aofiminttd 
Mfith your Lord/hip^ I am Jurprinted, 
whfn I read it^ and tmtefs I had 
had. U from your own Mouth. &dt 
ymsioere the Author of that pious 
< ■ Book^ 



( 3' ) 
Boohy could never have believed 







Your. £xn'44^1p will I hope pc^fr 
ddn'joiy mentioning your being the 
Author of that imfiimable Piece^ "as 
you enjoined me to no fort of Secre^ 
fy ; but I dcm't know where to pro- 
duce an Infbince, that does fo much 
honour to my own Opinion, that 
tksre it nathing we arefo aft en mif- 
tahen in as Appear ances, \^ea 
iiMae £ee$ your Lordihipwith a halA 
dow^caft Ixx^, twiiiing yotir 
X^timbs, I muA' confeis my Self 
ooe-of thofe Heretics, who hereto- 
fbreibfpeded your fiifled Thoijghts 
were much more governed by the 
Flefh than the S{^rit Methinl^ I 
now -fee your Lordlhip)' in the very 
Pofition I have this Moment de» 
icribed, turning youf Thumbs onr 

over 
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0tner the other,' and thlt ^tnir 
Thoii|^its."are, Wby^ vAat an odd 
"Sort of- a Devil this isf there is n^ 
laumng^^ohaS tp make 0f ber\ And 
in fine, that jou are ib much fui^^ 
priz'd at a Sheet of mraal Reaion- 
xi^ fioih me, as I can be when I 
turn over the whole Duty oi^ 
Man, and recoiled Lord Chest Et'^ 
FIELD to he the Author. 

My Lord, give me Leave to tell 
you, you have drawn this upon your-* 
lelf : I told you my Intention was 
to have done Writing ; and that if 
the World would forgive me the 
Treipals I had <madc up$m their 
Patience, I would^^o fo namoie ; 
your Lordfhip faid, No, fojkivd^ 
nOi that / fttuft ftill write againy 
and gave me for a Subjed the firft 
w4iich came into your Head, i- e* 
l*he whole Duty of Woman', zxx^^ 
to 'convince your Lordfhip ' I tho* 
roi^hly underhand what that means 

in 



In* f<m ^ri%' of ' JJ^ f k)bk vtj^ 

CkMfi^n^of wfikir^ I. hav^ Mrroee 

f>u tf-Wk fWomsttt f (? be" ; JthH thfe 
ohij? &re3ft"'Med<ife by which thc^ 
can-^tairi^(a(?'laift):fock a l^an ^.it 
'comes "^thlfl 'ttiy GolnprsheiifiDH* 
1 aitt h6w«^t' ' feiififek, thstef iiiiy 
be great AmMditi^iftd ftiStAsy find 
that feveral neceflary Hints may- 
h^ given, towards the rendering my 
^yflem a6mpl4ctt; i am qiiitecon- 
fcious I foil } btaft'in wbdt Pairt,' t 
tiitifl fuhmk to abltr Heads, c • : • 

• ■» . • f ' i I * J / .' I' 

■ Hb^i my :L0r4i 1 5on^t at Idll 
= i*MAtS"but'thi» will "draw the Sneers 

t ' 

df the $nsiaits upon me, about which 
1 dfecki^ myfelf abfolutely tincon- 
fccrni^. '• I have sdfeady mentioned 

; the Imp^ffibility, which I know 1 
ikhckA ^ainft, ^ were J io ^ attecifipt 
ftny^Jtjftiflcfttibn'^fv my owoDGha- 

' ti&eii 'ftrr Pir^^ieei was,. iavA Paf- 

E iioji 
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f}Qtx k^top mighty. ag^iijft mPo,.^ 
the Vpice of Triijth and , Pff^fpfti^ 
be he^rd ; and | know /^ali^jj- ai;\y 

String, that is pudi'd v[)pq,i(ip foi^ 
my Prai^8, : voijld be; 't)ilcorditit9 
the Ears of a prejudiccjl WQ?|d> 
whofe Food is Calumny, ThejK* 
are the great Vulgar as well as thf 
fmall J and I don'^ I^now that ^thej 

of them overflow with the 4f^7i^ ^ 
human Kindnefi, ; 



r . 



Fame, as a Writer, I am ip ip 
little Concern fof, it is a T|iing 
that neyer entered my He^ : . Th€r!?t 
fore Criticifms can no Way gall 
me J and Witticifms I can n^vey 
fear, while your Lordihip is p}eaf^ 
to condeiccnd to be Tsxy Vxoyd^OiX* 
The World has always been.^t War 
with me^ under Pretenpe pf ;?>> 
leading a blameable Life.; I,. with 
them, for the Reafons I havp given ^ 
and alfo, that there are but fpw pf 
my Enemies who dp not apparently 

prai^ice 
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j[*a<^tt tomfel^cs the Vices they 
^itfeiid 4o^ ' difapprove' in me 3 but 
%* tK^^^Aia 'of Fortune, or fome 
bttiitt' A'id; they efckpe' Scandal; or, 
whkh ii the fame Thing, are a- 
b6?te it. But I believe there is fcarce 
to be found a Condition like mine. 
I' was villified by the World before 
I told what Motives my Anions 
Kad bieen governed by, and was 
condemned by all, to whom I re- 
lated ever fo fmall a Part of my 
Story, that, if it was true, I did 
Hiot tell ii to the Public ih nnty owri 
Jufiafication : I am now torn to 
Pieces and abufed, for- having told 
Truths that make fo much againft 
my Enemies. Therefore, my Lord, 
qttitc carelef^ who are the Laughers 
or- Frowhers, I fliali henceforward 
pitieeed, (endeavouring as far as I 
atn able to do well ; and am* un- 
d^ no Sort of Concern for, or Ex- 
p66:ation of, the good Word of the 
MKihinded, or the Approbation 

' '■ ■! £2 of 
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of .^He Malevolent ; and • EnyibeiJy^ 
nfather will^ I evigr endeavout tx> h^T 

any Map a. Bpx on the Eaf/ wIkhl 
to not firft trod ppon/jnyPoot ; 

My Iford, ftom this carelefs Re« 
folutipn I have taken wp, I hop6 
you will not, imagine I am fettti^ 
the World at Defiance ; quite other-i 
wife : From the Privil^es . I; have, 
taken myfelf (inconfiderablc as I 
am) I know every Reader- is fbpe- 
xior to. a Writer ; and tliat they' 
are all vefted with the natural. Power? 
pf applauding or blaming .as: they 
^vc inclined. Bvjt I have been . in* 
formed by my Father, (than whonk 
1^0 Man had in his Time greater 
Experience, having, even, from .to 
Childhood, been a Soldifr) . than 
frequent Engagements make, a Man 
enter upon A6iion with great Un^ 
fancem. Therefore, as during niy> 
whole Life, J liave been acoiftomfd 
to the Mai- treatment qf the World, 

- whether 
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wket&*P'^^fe*vedly or no, their 
Wit i;*Hli!ldfe it's Edge ^on tne. It 
is-ikit Mtti PiillipSy who by Writ- 
ing fncilrS( th^if Dlfpleafurc; it is 
her having fllcwn how J&r they have 
been -accefiafy to her DHhrefies : 
Therefdre will ^e fit down Con- 
tent, let them cenfure, or ap. 
prove ; ever refolved to o^nd them 
as^litds as flie can. 

•The Performance I have lately 
made public, I do aflwe your 
I-ordfhipj I never intended (hould 
have feen the Light, till I was kid in 
the Grave ;• and quite indifierentbf 
^m Sacc^ it would have then met 
with,'! only meant to convince my 
6wn Family I had not been fo much 
Ite'blamfc isis they imagined,-.i-and 
thd World in genera], that there 
wa» ik>thing fo little to be depend* 
^•^Tipcm a« comtnwi Fame. But my 
M&fortuncs havfe obliged me to do 
that for Subfifteocc, I never de- 

figned 
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figned to ittake atly-btfeeit'Weof 
tto in my' own? JuftiiftcHCtieA :'^ftd 
I mufti doafefi I am ndw Nw^ell pterin 
fed it has happened fa ; .firicfe t ffec 
how i6<3:r^ /'/ is to convince a preju- 
diced ff^orld. of Truthsy e^en *M 
they are t^ld ^'-Hving'Peopiey^ih 
have it in. their Power y- if injured, 
to fet their Wrongs in atf>ue Light i 

Aiid, had I been^breadilef^^ I<mak& 
no (ioubt but Mrs. PhiUips\ Afd^ 
Ifgy "would^ have been tead in tfee; 
Chaia<9:er of a Riwnante, 5® iniich 
as 2J^ yones, or any other- NftvfeL' 
-*-But it is, under all it?s DifaidVd>tt-'> 
tagesi now gone forth j and thcit 
as a' great Lord told mty^hsittb^r 
it be true he> would deny it Ofvdj^dld 
he believed before nte, yet, Jttiy Edtdi^ 
as thofe I have aecufed ftilHive,- M 
I have done ; them Wrbng,-* ^ they 
would do well to juftify themfelVeSj ''■ 
while I live 5 ' for if they delay tili 
I am in the Gm ve, it will fcfe' then 
too late. The Moment my Eyes 
' ■ ■■ " arc 
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Bw^& k&PQsaifiittipiottal^. even tho" 
4^X'f^3b^ vObe noble Lohi !• Hint; a^ 

I 

My- lx)r<i, .as .to ; Dtdioa> Stile, 
Language, Fclowcrs'of Rhetsoric^ ot 
a^ oae Art, necseflkiy to ^. Writer^ 
I .ikoQW . .1 am- tcrtajly igurarant of 
thmt^ I aad Truth, plain Tsruthr in 
it V native iimple Drefi^ ;is all -I d^ 
pendon. Tte Heroes of my Hiftpry^ 
Ij^p forced me into a Metbad tc? 
gpf my Bcead, Iconfels myfelf qiiito' 
ttl^^iiniified Jbr ; l)ut,.fls the :Vaci«ity» 
of) .their riA<5ion/s have ftjmilhed' me 
\<yi!ifh' incsdiauftibk Matter,; while J 
cgn /crateh upoa Paper, I will if 
pM^^ble.aotiit down without a Din- 
ner:.— -Tho! I believe, when I have 
compiled the Promifid Sequel to a 
liijfojry*, part of which I have .al-< 
ready- related j your Lprdfbip will- 
be of Opinion, that Man bad better 

. have 

* The Hiftory of Tartufe. 
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have G)ntemed himfelf mth /ei>6» 
Dift>es t0. have given me twof than 
bavi feared upon nine with thi^ Se- 
quel for bis Defert,' 

It remaim notr diat I Jxg your 
Lordih^'s Pardon, £br taking up 
fo much of your Tiiae upon Mat* 
to^ tvtofa I am quite confcious can 
afford you' To iittle £&teitainineiit. 
When your Lordfliiip put it in my 
Head to write thisy and g^e me 
L6ave to dedicate it to you, I very 
well knew what wa* your kind In* 
tention : Btit if you will do me the 
Honour to refledi how flattering the 
OccafiOn is, which puts it in my 
iPower to open my Heart to yoiuf 
Lordfhi|), you will excufe every 
Crudity it contains* I can, with 
fincere Truth, aver, had Heaven 
blefled me with Talents capable of 
^ompofing the moll perfe^ Piece, 
it fhould be at your Lordfiiip's Feet 
I would lay it 5 and I can further 

add, 
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add, with the greatcft Truth, that^ 
to what Fate foever I am rdfervcd, 
while I have Eiiftetice, even Time 
itfelf fhall never dimiiiifh an Atom 
of the profound Refpe^t, with which 
I fhall always be. 

My L o R D^ 
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